
SignS in the Sky
The evoluTion of aerial adverTising

by Jon Welte

december 26, 11am 

Hanging near the front of the 
Hiller Aviation Museum’s 
Beginnings of Flight gallery is a 

full-scale replica of a Wright Model 
B flyer. This particular airplane, 
modified into a Model EX for cross-
country touring, recreates one flown 
by pioneer aviator Calbraith Rodgers 
on the first transcontinental flight in 
1911. Surprisingly, the real airplane 
is better known by another name, 
that of an otherwise long forgotten 
soft drink—the Vin Fiz.

The Vin Fiz name originated in the 
sponsorship Rodgers acquired to support 
the daunting logistics of his multi-week 
transcontinental odyssey. To fund the 
endeavor, Rodgers courted food magnate 
J. Ogden Armour. Armour agreed, pro-
vided that the airplane’s wings be embla-
zoned with the name of a new grape 
soda being distributed by his company. 
Rodgers duly launched from New York in 
September, 1911, with “Vin Fiz” printed 
on his airplane’s wings and stabilizers.

December 2015

1/3 1/31/3

1/3

1/3

1/3

1/3

1/3

B2: Two-Line Lock-up

Smithsonian Institution
Affiliations Program

hiller aviation Museum  
Where inspiraTion Takes flighT

Vin Fiz

Spencer 
Airship

Aerial advertising had its start long before 
Cal Rodgers set off to fly across a continent, 
and in fact predated the Wright Brothers’ 
development of the airplane. At the dawn of 
the twentieth century Englishman Stanley 
Spencer undertook to build and fly the first 
powered dirigible in Great Britain. He suc-
ceeded in 1902, launching his Airship No. 
1 into British skies. Spencer also discovered 
that displaying the name of a sponsor’s 
product high above the ground was a pow-
erful lure to prospective funders—his No. 1 
airship took flight with the name of Mellin 
and Company, a baby food manufacturer, 
printed on its envelope.

Even as airships were overtaken by air-
planes in the realm of aerial transportation, 
they retained the advantage of a far larger 
surface area to use as advertising space. 
In 1925 the Goodyear Tire and Rubber 
Company launched a new powered diri-
gible, the Goodyear AD. Goodyear had 
manufactured blimps and balloons for 
nearly a decade prior to the AD, seeking 
a market for military airships and leisure 
craft. The AD was originally conceived as a 
personal aircraft as well, but when launched 
with the name “Goodyear” proudly sten-
ciled on its side it quickly took up a mission 
of corporate advertising for a company that 
ultimately found automobile and aircraft 
tires to be more lucrative than airships.



During the same period, aviation opened 
an even larger tapestry to marketing 
departments around the world—that 
of the open sky. At the Panama-Pacific 
Exhibition of 1915, pilot Art Smith had 
been a driver working an automobile 
exhibition when famed aviator Lincoln 
Beachey perished in an accident during 
an aerobatic routine. Smith was subse-
quently hired to replace Beachey flying 
daily routines over the exhibition. He dis-
covered that adding oil to the hot exhaust 
manifold of his airplane generated copi-
ous amounts of white smoke able to leave 
a distinctive trail in the sky. Smith used 
this ability to write farewell messages to 
his crowds at the end of his performanc-
es, giving birth to the art known today as 
skywriting.

Skywriting was used sporadically to 
promote products and services in both 
North America and Europe over the fol-
lowing years, but found its full flowering 
at the hand of pilot and entrepreneur 
Sidney Pike. Pike founded a company of 
skywriters for hire in 1932 and shortly 
thereafter landed a contract to promote 
Pepsi Cola. Pike’s pilots flew thousands 
of missions across the United States 
promoting Pepsi Cola. Its Travel Air air-
planes—including one originally flown in 
a record-setting endurance flight by pilot 
Louise Thaden, which is currently dis-
played at the Hiller Aviation Museum—
were painted in Pepsi colors and flew 
about the countryside, painting the Pepsi 
name into the sky time after time.

In the years leading up to World War II, 
a different form of advertising took flight. 
Arnold Butler used a small fleet of Piper 
J3 Cubs to tow large banners bearing mes-
sages from his home field in New England. 
Banner towing combined the large mes-
sage size and message persistence of an 
airship with the ease of operation of an 
airplane. Butler developed many special-
ized tools to facilitate banner tow opera-
tions, and following the war relocated to 
Florida to pursue aerial advertising along 
Florida’s long, straight beaches. 

The end of World War II also caused a 
flood of surplus aircraft to become avail-
able. Sidney Pike’s Skywriting 

Company acquired a full squadron of 
Navy SNJ airplanes in 1946. These were 
used to develop a new technology in 
aerial advertising, often known as skytyp-
ing. In skytyping, five aircraft fly in line-
abreast formation at relatively high alti-
tude, typically 10,000’. Smoke is released 
sequentially from the airplanes as they 
fly along in a pattern commanded by a 
simple computer program. The result is 
a dot-matrix set of letters across the sky. 
Skytyping requires five aircraft instead 
of one and involves a more sophisticated 
smoke distribution system, but is capable 
of creating messages more quickly than 
traditional skywriting and can often be 
seen across a wider area.

Today, aerial advertising remains an eye-
catching form of promotion. Skywriting 
and skytyping capture the attention of 
passers-by, and banner tow aircraft are a 
fixture over beaches and sporting events 
to this day. Goodyear finally exited the 
niche field of airship manufacturing, but 
continues to operate a small fleet of pro-
motional airships. Spirit of Innovation, its 
last non-rigid airship, flies from a special 
airship base in Carson, California, just 
south of Los Angeles. Wingfoot One, 
based near Goodyear’s home in Akron, 
Ohio, is a semi-rigid airship constructed 
by Zeppelin NT in Germany. 

Aerial advertising has been part of sports 
championships for over 60 years—
Goodyear’s first such appearance was 
at the 1955 Rose Bowl. On Saturday, 
February 6th, the Hiller Aviation 
Museum celebrates the amazingly diverse 
world of aerial advertising, in all its many 
forms. Make your tailgating plans today 
to join us for the festivities.

Resources 
Roberts, Rachel. Art Smith, Pioneer 
Aviator, 2003
http://airandspace.si.edu/collec-
tions/artifact.cfm?object=nasm_
A19340060000 
http://airandspace.si.edu/collections/
artifact.cfm?object=siris_arc_310262 
http://www.goodyearblimp.com/ 

The museum 
continues 
to change 

and improve. The 
introduction of our 
new Invention Lab 
to regular weekend 
programming has 
been a big hit, plac-
ing into the hands 
of youth the tools 
of science that help 

make the dream of flight a reality. Joining 
us on the staff of the museum and helping 
lead the effort to make the most out of our 
hands-on activities and assets, especially 
during weekends, is Lindsay Lutman our 
new Visitor Experience manager. 

In addition to the Invention Lab we 
also host the Imagination Playground each 
weekend which provides an open-ended 
building activity for young children, al-
lowing them to apply their creativity to as-
semble structures using large, soft blocks. 
Behind the scenes, we are making plans 
for yet another addition to the museum 
intended for the youngest members of our 
museum audience, the “Fantasy Airport”. 
Look for detail on this exciting new project 
coming soon. The museum’s 4th annual 
Aero Design Challenge was successfully 
undertaken this October and over 400 
youth from the Bay Area spent the day at 
the museum discovering the design and 
engineering prototyping process, tackling 
the challenge of designing propellers that 
can efficiently pull, or push, aircraft. We 
are especially thankful for the event’s lead 
sponsor, Peaxy, and partners who helped 
with the program including the Bay Area 
Science Festival, SAP, SJSU Precision Flight 
Team and chapters of Alpha Phi Omega 
and Tau Beta Pi. 

As we finish the year 2015, we 
highlight an adventurous project to build a 
complete, flyable replica of the Ryan NYP 
aircraft, “Spirit of St. Louis”, which was 
flown in 1927 by Charles Lindbergh in the 
world’s first solo flight across the Atlantic. 
Pilot and adventurer Robert Ragozzino 
will duplicate the flight in 2017 and the 
partially completed aircraft in which he 
will perform the feat will be on display in 
the museum’s Restoration Shop through 
the end of December. Essentially a fly-
ing fuel tank, you can see the interesting 
engineering and structural elements that 
comprise the “Spirit of St. Louis 2.”

A heartfelt “thank you” goes to all 
of the many contributors, visitors and 
museum Members for supporting us and 
making the museum part of your lives. 
There are great things coming and we look 
forward to seeing you this winter at the 
Hiller Aviation Museum.   
 Jeffery Bass, President & CEO 
 Hiller Aviation Museum
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drone Talk SerieS 
 Hivemapper: 
 Never Fly aloNe! 

Saturday december 12, 11am
What are the pitfalls of flying drones in their current state? What are the 
needs for a more intelligent drone flying experience? There are new solu-
tions for making the flying of drones a safer, more informative and more 
enjoyable experience. 
Hivemapper was founded in 2014 to build the definitive community edited 
maps for the drone economy, where you can explore the best places to fly, 
check out waypoints of interest, share issues and more. 

 Dr. StepHeN morriS 
 DevelopmeNt oF a 
 loNg-eNDuraNce  
 tail-Sitter vtol uav
Saturday January 16, 11am
Steve Morris is the CTO of Martin UAV 
LLC of Santa Clara, California and is a 
well-known authority in the design and 
operation of small UAVs. Dr. Morris has 
been the lead engineer for the design, 
development, and testing of airframe, 
flight control, and flight software for 
more than 50 UAV prototype aircraft 
and has over 2000 hours logged as a 
UAV operator. He holds a Ph.D. in Aero-
nautics and Astronautics from Stanford 
University.

 tom gregory. DroNeS: 
 love ’em or Hate ’em 
Saturday February 13, 11am
Tom Gregory graduated from University 
of California at Berkeley and retired  
from NASA-Ames Research Center 
after 37 years where he worked with the 
wind tunnels, simulators, computers, 
and flight test aircraft.  Much of that 
work was on remotely piloted vehicles 
(RPVs) or “drones” as they are called 
now. He is currently studying and flying 
quad copters with interest in package 
delivery. He will discuss this exciting field and the concerns of citizens, 
regulators and entrepenuers. The presentation will use slides and videos 
of quad-copters, hybrid winged quadcopters and other concepts. Several 
aircraft will be on display including some flown with virtual reality goggles 
that use an onboard video camera and a transmitter to let you feel as if you 
are in the vehicle. The presentation will cover a little history, some con-
temporary civilian and military “drones”, as well as a glimpse into possible 
future aircraft.

Our vision through 2020 and beyond
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december 2015

December 7 • 11am
Home School Monday 

December 12 • 11am
Drone Talk

December 19 • 10:30am, 2pm
Starlab Sky Show

December 19 • 11am - 1pm
Space Cookies 

December 21 • 11am - 2pm
Flight Sim Zone 

December 21 - 23 •
Drone Designer

December 22 • 11am - 2pm
Flight Sim Zone 

December 23 • 11am - 2pm
Flight Sim Zone 

December 23 • 11am - 12pm
Happy Birds

December 23 • 12pm
Soar with Books

December 24 • 11am - 2pm
Flight Sim Zone 

December 24 • 3pm
Museum Closes at 3pm for Christmas Eve 

December 25 all Day
Museum Closed for Christmas Day

December 26 • 11am
Brian Shul - SR71 Pilot

December 28 • 11am - 2pm
Flight Sim Zone 

December 28 - 30
Test Pilot School 

December 28 - 30
Flight Simulator Aces

December 29 • 11am - 2pm
Flight Sim Zone 

calenDar of events

Gourmet fooD trucks • WeDnesDays, 11am-2pm,  
ImaGInatIon playGrounD • saturDays & sunDays, 10am-12pm,  

InventIon lab •  saturDays & sunDays, 1-4pm,  
flIGht sIm zone •  saturDays & sunDays, 11am -2pm,  

 boy anD GIrl scout proGrams
offereD each month – WWW.hIller.orG/scout-proGram

SanTa clauS arriveS by 
helicopTer • Saturday november 28, 
Santa arriveS at 10:30 am rain or Shine. 
doorS open at 9:30.
Join the West Bay Community Band and sing 
Christmas Carols while the kids line up to 
tell Santa their Christmas gift list.
No Museum admission fee required for this event! 

Space cookieS roboT demo
Saturday december 19 , 11am – 1pm
Ever wondered how engineers build robots? 
Come explore the world of robotics with the 
Space Cookies, an all-girls high school robotics 
team sponsored by NASA and the Girl Scouts! 
They’ll be demonstrating their 120-pound robot, which stacks totes and recycling 
bins, and discussing how children of all ages can get involved in robotics.

Sr-71 piloT brian Shul, Saturday december 26, 11am
Brian Shul is one of the most popular and dynamic aviation speak-
ers in America today. As an Air Force fighter pilot, Brian was shot 
down in the Vietnam War and severely burned in the ensuing crash. 
Initially given up for dead, he was rescued and spent one year in 
hospitals, endured 15 surgeries and was told his flying days were 
over. Amazingly, Brian returned to active duty flying, became an Airshow Demon-
stration pilot in the A-10, went on to become a TOPGUN instructor, and culminated 
his Air Force career by flying the Top Secret spy plane, the SR-71. Flying the world’s 
fastest and highest flying aircraft required an astronaut physical and Brian made Air 
Force history when he passed with no waivers. 

See The “SpiriT of ST. louiS 2” 
now on diSplay in the muSeum’S reStoration Shop! 
The goal of the Spirit of St. Louis 2 project is to recreate Charles 
Lindbergh’s 1927 solo flight from New York to Paris across the At-
lantic Ocean in a replica of the original Spirit of St. Louis aircraft.
The replica Ryan NYP aircraft, still under construction, is on 
display in the Hiller Aviation Museum Restoration Shop through 
December 31, 2015. Here you can see the intricate detail and 
craftsmanship of the fuselage and wings, initially fabricated by 
John LaNoue. Construction of the engine, controls, rigging and 
fuel tanks is currently under way by members of the Spirit of St. 
Louis 2 project team. The flight of the Spirit of St. Louis 2, with 
solo pilot Robert Ragozzino at the controls, is scheduled to take 
place in 2017 for the 90th anniversary of Charles Lindbergh’s 
original flight in 1927.

	  

Saturday, January 9 11am
From the author of the military histories, Big Week and Aces High, 
comes the stirring true story of the Eighth Air Force in World War II 
as told through the widely varied lives of eight men who were part of it. 
HIT THE TARGET: Eight Men Who Led the Eighth Air Force to Vic-
tory over the Luftwaffe is an in-depth look at these key heroes and the 
sacrifices they made.  
Less than a month after the attack on Pearl Harbor, the U.S. Army 
formed its first air force designated to operate overseas, the Eighth. 
Within four months, they had set up base in England. Three months 
later, they were bombing German targets in occupied Europe.

Sponsored by

hiT The TargeT, preSenTaTion and book Signing, bill yenne

SupporT The muSeum!
donate Your car, truck, rv, or Boat 

 

call toll Free 1-888-500-1555
Or call 650-654-0 200 x215 • tax deductible Gift

whereabouts as he made his annual 
Christmas Eve trek around the 
world. That night a new institution 
was born, one that would take just a 
bit of the edge away from the daunt-
ing mission of staring across polar 
frontiers towards a menacing adver-
sary: NORAD Tracks Santa.
NORAD was established as a joint 
operation between the United States 
and Canada in 1958, taking respon-
sibility for the surveillance and air 
defense missions of CONAD. Its 
mission, then as now, was to provide 
early warning of any air- or space-

born threats to the North American 
continent, and coordinate its air 
defense. Initially, the threat con-
sisted of air-breathing aircraft flying 
across the North Pole and into North 
America. To detect such threats 
well in advance, the Distant Early 
Warning Line was established along 
the northern edge of North America. 
Consisting of a string of radar sta-
tions north of the Arctic Circle 
between Alaska and Greenland, 
the DEW Line was operated by the 
United States and Royal Canadian 
Air Forces and provided advanced 
early warning of any questionable 
incursions.
By the late 1950s the advent of space 
technology brought the new trans-
polar menace of intercontinental 
rocketry, with vehicles capable of 
flying at enormous speeds well out 
of the atmosphere and beyond the 
detection range of the DEW radars. 
To expand its reach to near-Earth 
space a new Ballistic Missile Early 
Warning System, or BMEWS, was 
developed. Three massive radars were 
erected at sites in Alaska, Canada and 
Greenland. Gazing across the pole 
with electronic eyes, these radars kept 
watch over near-Earth space against 
any unknown object, at ranges far 
beyond what the DEW system could 
manage. Shortly after becoming oper-
ational, the BMEWS radar sited at 
Thule, Greenland famously detected 
an object in space rising over the 
Arctic Ocean—an object that was 
quickly determined to be the Moon.

With comprehensive air and space 
surveillance equipment in place 
across the polar regions, NORAD 
is perfectly positioned to track the 
annual voyage of St. Nick. Col. 
Shoup continued the tradition of 
answering Santa calls on an ad hoc 
basis for several years, then in 1958 
organized an official Santa Tracking 
organization under the aegis of 
NORAD. A force of volunteers 
from Canada and the United States 
stepped up to fill the role of Santa 
Trackers, working with NORAD 
controllers to monitor the jolly old 
elf and provide updates to children 
through a new, officially sanctioned 
phone number. In 1997 the track-
ing effort went online for the first 
time, and in 2011 official Santa 
Tracking Apps became available for 
both Apple and Android phones. In 
2013 nearly 20 million discrete users 
from over 100 countries checked in 
at NORAD’s official Santa Tracking 
website for information on Santa’s 
whereabouts.
NORAD Tracks Santa brings its 
website up December 1st this year, 
and begins tracking at midnight on 
Christmas Day at the International 
Date Line—early morning Christmas 
Eve in North America. Santa enthu-
siasts impatient to follow Santa in 
flight have an early opportunity to 
do so on Saturday, November 29th, 
as Santa arrives via helicopter at the 
Hiller Aviation Museum. This annu-
al traditional features Santa’s arrival 
at 10 AM, rain or shine, followed by 
a warm welcome, carols presented 
by the West Bay Community Band, 
opportunities to visit with Santa 
and more. No hotline number, secu-
rity clearance or even admission 
fee is needed as the Hiller Aviation 
Museum sponsors a hallowed holi-
day tradition.
Resources
http://govbooktalk.gpo.gov/tag/
colonel-shoup/ 
http://www.norad.mil/ 
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/
smart-news/ 

The 
museum 
contin-

ues to change 
and improve.  
We are proud to 
unveil our new 
“Beginnings of 
Flight” display, 

designed and fabricated in-house, 
which presents graphics and video 
to better tell the story of early Bay 
Area aviation pioneers, from Fred-
erick Marriott to John Montgomery.  
This effort is part of our Master Plan 
to improve the visitor experience 
and we hope you enjoy the results!

The museum’s Board of Direc-
tors is also growing and developing 
its capabilities in helping support 
our museum improvement efforts.  
Joining the museum’s Board are two 
outstanding Bay Area professionals, 
Chrystal England and Seth Schalet. 
These energetic individuals bring a 
broad range of talents to our cause 
we welcome them enthusiastically.

A heartfelt “thank you” goes to 
all of the many contributors, visitors 
and museum Members for support-
ing us and making the museum part 
of your lives.  There are great things 
coming and we look forward to 
seeing you this winter at the Hiller 
Aviation Museum.

—Jeffery Bass, President & CEO

President’s 
Perspective

With comprehensive air and space 

Lt. Col. Harry Shoup
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DEW Radar, Point Lay, Alaska



 

“noon” yearS eve parTy • december 31 10am – 1pm
Presented by The Hiller Aviation Museum and Bay Area Parent Magazine
You’re invited to attend the “Noon” Years Eve Party on Thursday, December 31 at the 
Hiller Aviation Museum. This annual event is designed especially for kids. Join us for 
these exciting activities:
• Count Down to 12:00 

Noon (“Noon” Years) 
Balloon Drop in two 
separate rooms this year

• Slides and Jumpers 
• Face Painting, Games 

and Fun
• Dance Shows, Magic and 

more!
Event runs 10am-1pm Thursday, December 31 at the Hiller Aviation Museum. 
Event included with museum admission. 

open cockpiT day
January 2, 10am – 2pm
Who isn’t fascinated with sitting in the 
cockpit of a modern airliner or a jet? 
The Hiller Aviation Museum is unique 
in regularly providing visitors access 
to real aircraft cockpits like an A-4 jet 
trainer, a Hiller H-12 helicopter and our 
Boeing 747. On this special day, we swing 
open additional cockpits including the 
Grumman HU-16 Albatross, Boeing 737 
airliners and the Cessna 177 Cardinal. 
From general aviation piston aircraft to commercial airliners, you will get a real “hands-
on” experience and unique perspective on flying from real pilots and airline captains. 
Event included with museum admission. 

flying fooTball fun feST
Saturday, February 6th, 2016, 11 am – 2 pm
Join the excitement of the big game as the Hiller  
Aviation Museum explores the junction of football  
and flight in a family-friendly extravaganza!  See a  
helicopter football drop, observe an aerial advertising  
demonstration, join the Drone Bowl in the new Drone  
Dome demonstration center, experiment with the aerodynamics  
of footballs and more! Event included with Museum admission.

bay area garden railroad
Saturday February 20, 10am – 3pm
The Bay Area Garden Railroad Society’s 
waist-high track features live steam 
locomotives. These railroad engines are 
designed to be run in anyone’s backyard 
garden. Live steam locomotives have a 
butane-fueled fire that boils water., The 
resultant steam is then used to power the 
pistons. This is the same technique full-
sized locomotives have used for 175 years. 
Many examples of old-time model steam 
locomotives will be seen running on the 
track, all the while puffing wonderful 
plumes of steam.

calenDar of events

Gourmet fooD trucks • WeDnesDays, 11am-2pm,  
ImaGInatIon playGrounD • saturDays & sunDays, 10am-12pm,  

InventIon lab •  saturDays & sunDays, 1-4pm,  
flIGht sIm zone •  saturDays & sunDays, 11am -2pm,  

 boy anD GIrl scout proGrams
offereD each month – WWW.hIller.orG/scout-proGram

December 30 • 11am - 2pm
Flight Sim Zone 

December 30 • 11am
Perfect Paper Planes

December 31 • 11am - 2pm
Flight Sim Zone 

December 31 • 10am - 1pm
Noon Years Eve Celebration!

January 2016

January 1 • 11am - 2pm
Flight Sim Zone 

January 2 • 11am - 2pm
Open Cockpit Day

January 4 • 11am
Home School Monday  

January 9 • 11am
Book Talk: “Hit The Target”

January 16 • 10:30am, 2pm
Starlab Sky Show 

January 16 • 11am
Drone Talk 

February 2016

february 1 • 11am
Home School Monday 

february 6 • 11am - 2pm
Flying Football Fun Fest

february 13 • 11am
Drone Talk 

february 15 - 19
Pilot Cadets 

february 20 • 10am - 3pm
Bay Area Garden Railroad 
february 22 - 26

Engineers Week 
february 27 • 10:30am, 2pm

Starlab Sky Show 

Saturday, January 9 11am
From the author of the military histories, Big Week and Aces High, 
comes the stirring true story of the Eighth Air Force in World War II 
as told through the widely varied lives of eight men who were part of it. 
HIT THE TARGET: Eight Men Who Led the Eighth Air Force to Vic-
tory over the Luftwaffe is an in-depth look at these key heroes and the 
sacrifices they made.  
Less than a month after the attack on Pearl Harbor, the U.S. Army 
formed its first air force designated to operate overseas, the Eighth. 
Within four months, they had set up base in England. Three months 
later, they were bombing German targets in occupied Europe.

hiT The TargeT, preSenTaTion and book Signing, bill yenne



WINTER PROGRAMS FOR KIDS 8 
HOME ScHOOl MONDAyS

Drop-In Field Trip Tours and Programs 
Grades K-8

Home school students Grades 
K-8 may be admitted individu-
ally at the field trip rate when 
accompanied by an adult pay-
ing regular Museum admis-
sion.  Guided tours are offered 
at 10:30 AM and 12:30 PM. 
Flight simulation programs are 
available at 11 AM for an addi-
tional fee. No reservations are 
necessary, space is available on 
a first-come, first-served basis. 

December 7th, January 4, 
February 1, March 7 

WINTER AvIATION cAMPS
December and February Programs Available

Take to the skies with special Aviation Camp program for 
Grades K-6! Three different topics are available, each offering 
hands-on experiments, flying models, flight simulation and 
encounters with real aircraft.

DRONE DESIGNER • December 21-23 • Grades K-6
TEST PIlOT ScHOOl • December 28-30 • Grades K-5

FlIGHT SIMUlATOR AcES • December 28-30 • Grades 5-8
PIlOT cADETS • February 15-19 • Grades K-6

Winter Camp programs are available Full Day (9 AM—4 PM), 
and extended hours are available for an additional fee. All offer 
partial-week enrollment options to meet school vacation and 
family holiday plans. Space is limited—register today to secure 
your child’s spot in winter Aviation Camp!

  WINTER PROGRAMS FOR KIDS 
ENGINEERING WEEK

February 22-26
Launch a journey in innovation during National Engineering 
Week! Each exploration in the engineering design process 
meet at 3:30 PM daily and are offered throughout the week at 
no charge to participants.

Monday, February 22 
Tuesday, February 23 

Wednesday, February 24 
Thursday, February 25 
Friday, February 26 

There is no charge to join these 
programs but space is lim-
ited and advance registration is 
required at www.hiller.org.  

SOAR WITH BOOKS
Pre-School Reading Program

Saturday, November 28, 11AM, Wednesday, December 23, 12PM
Join local pilot and children’s author Karen Morss in a special 
event for our littlest aviators! These special holiday editions 
of Soar With Books feature readings from Flying Poodles—A 

Christmas Story and include an 
opportunity to meet Lucy, one 
of the original flying poodles! 
Event is included with Museum 
admission.
Bookworms are also encouraged 
to visit the San Mateo County 
Library Bookmobile at the Mu-
seum on the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month, 
or peruse the Museum’s own 
library Tuesdays and Thursdays 
weekly.

AvIATION 
cAMP 2016
Dates and topics available 

online January 4, 2016

Register early for best selection!
www.hiller.org



WINTER PROGRAMS FOR KIDS   WINTER PROGRAMS FOR KIDS . give a gifT ThaT laSTS all year!, 
Give a Hiller Aviation Museum membership  

to someone special. The membership will allow  
that person or family free admission to lectures,  

various events, and a discount in the museum store. , 
now that is a gift that keeps giving!

I want to be a member of the  
hiller aviation museum in the following category:

membershIp applIcatIon
Becoming a member of the Hiller Aviation Museum means you are  

participating in the growth of museum exhibits and have a  
role in the museum’s goal to advance education. 

$40 Senior (age 65+)
Includes admission for you plus two guest passes and all membership benefits.

$55 Individual
Includes admission for you plus two guest passes and all membership benefits.

$80 Family
Includes admission for two adults and up to four children, (age 17 and under) plus discounted 

registration for Aviation Summer Camp and Programs, plus all membership benefits.
$105 Pioneer • $255 Pilot

Includes Family membership benefits plus two guest passes, recognition in 
Briefings and recognition on the museum Membership Wall for the current year.

$500 Barnstormer • $1,000 Adventurer
Includes Pilot membership benefits plus recognition on the museum  

Donor Wall, four guest passes and a 10% discount on museum rental  
and birthday parties (based on availability).

$2,500 Explorer • $5,000 Navigator
Includes Barnstormer membership benefits, eight guest passes plus 15% discount on 

museum rental and birthday parties. (based on availability).
$10,000 Aviator

Includes Explorer membership benefits, twelve guest passes, 25% discount on museum 
rental and birthday parties (based on availability) and a Hiller Aviation Museum jacket.

I want to be a member of the  
Hiller Aviation Museum in the following category:

Primary adult member Name: _________________________________________________
(For Family membershiPs)

secoNd adult member Name: _________________________________________________

address: ______________________________________________________________

city: _________________________________________________________________

state: ____________________________ ZiP: _________________________________

daytime PhoNe: ________________________  email: ____________________________

this is a GiFt membershiP From: ______________________________________________

PaymeNt amouNt:___________________❏ Visa ❏ master card ❏ americaN eXPress

card #  ____________________________________________ : eXP. date: ___________

siGNature: _____________________________________________________________

All memberships are annual. Thank you for your support!

Please make checks payable to: Hiller Aviation  
Museum, 601 Skyway Road, San Carlos, CA 94070

Tel: 650-654-0200, Fax: 650-654-0220 
Donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

	 ❏ $40 Senior (65+) ❏ $500 barnstormer

	 ❏ $55 individual ❏ $1,000 adventurer

 ❏ $80 Family ❏ $2,500 explorer

 ❏ $105 pioneer ❏ $5,000 navigator

 ❏ $255 pilot ❏ $10,000 aviator

 ❏ new member ❏ annual renewal

I want to be a member of the  
hiller aviation museum in the following category:

membershIp applIcatIon
Becoming a member of the Hiller Aviation Museum means you are  

participating in the growth of museum exhibits and have a  
role in the museum’s goal to advance education. 

$40 Senior (age 65+)
Includes admission for you plus two guest passes and all membership benefits.

$55 Individual
Includes admission for you plus two guest passes and all membership benefits.

$80 Family
Includes admission for two adults and up to four children, (age 17 and under) plus discounted 

registration for Aviation Summer Camp and Programs, plus all membership benefits.
$105 Pioneer • $255 Pilot

Includes Family membership benefits plus two guest passes, recognition in 
Briefings and recognition on the museum Membership Wall for the current year.

$500 Barnstormer • $1,000 Adventurer
Includes Pilot membership benefits plus recognition on the museum  

Donor Wall, four guest passes and a 10% discount on museum rental  
and birthday parties (based on availability).

$2,500 Explorer • $5,000 Navigator
Includes Barnstormer membership benefits, eight guest passes plus 15% discount on 

museum rental and birthday parties. (based on availability).
$10,000 Aviator

Includes Explorer membership benefits, twelve guest passes, 25% discount on museum 
rental and birthday parties (based on availability) and a Hiller Aviation Museum jacket.

I want to be a member of the  
Hiller Aviation Museum in the following category:	 ❏ $40 Senior (65+) ❏ $500 barnstormer

	 ❏ $55 individual ❏ $1,000 adventurer

 ❏ $80 Family ❏ $2,500 explorer

 ❏ $105 pioneer ❏ $5,000 navigator

 ❏ $255 pilot ❏ $10,000 aviator

 ❏ new member ❏ annual renewal

SPEcIAl WEEKDAy  
PRESENTATIONS:

HAPPy BIRDS
Parrots, Macaws and cockatoos
Wednesday, December 23rd • 11AM - 12PM

Many birds migrate south for the winter, 
but not the Happy Birds! Returning to the 
Hiller Aviation Museum for a special holiday 
engagement, this talented team of precocious 
parrots gives a remarkable demonstration of 

feathered flight. Marvel at their antics as they fly, walk, talk and 
even sing through a wide range of amazing behaviors that will 
entertain your whole family!

PERFEcT PAPER PlANES
Featuring Paper Airplane 
champion, John collins

Wednesday, December 30 • 11AM – 12PM
Join a unique exhibition of paperlight 
flight!  Author and master paper 
airplane builder John Collins leads an 
interactive 45-minute session inves-
tigating the science of making things 

fly and the notebook-scale engineering required to fold and fly 
record-breaking paper gliders. Come prepared to try your hand 
building and flying your own paper aircraft!

STARlAB SKy SHOW
10:30AM, 2:00PM

November, 27, 28 • December 19, 29 • January 16, 30 
February 15, 20, 27  

Enter the mysterious Starlab 
Planetarium and take a 
spectacular trip through 
the glittering stars, planets 
and constellations of winter. 
Identify star patterns visible 
from your own backyard 
this season during a special 
30-minute presentation.
Space for each presentation is limited. Tickets are required 
and may be purchased at the Gift Shop on the day of the 
program. Presentations are designed for children aged 5 and 
up.  Children aged 3-5 are welcome to join the first presenta-
tion each day. Visit www.hiller.org for more information.

y
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SPEcIAl 
HolIdAy 
SHoPPINg
friday nov 27 through 

Sunday nov 29

Museum Members 
receive a  

25% discount  
in the gift Shop

November 27 – 29 only

become a museum 
member and take 

advantage of this great 
holiday offer!

An Aviator’s Paradise, 
  Shop on line: www.hiller.org,  
  Gift Certificates available!

An Aviator’s Paradise, 
  Shop on line: www.hiller.org,  
  Gift Certificates available!


