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The Space Shuttle is designed to land at airports other than at the Johnson 
Space Center in Florida but when it does it needs a ride home. This is 
where the SCA (Shuttle Carrier Aircraft) comes in. 
 
Ace Beall was a pilot on the SCA and will discuss the entire SCA 
program, including the Approach and Landing Tests (ALT), aircraft 
modifications, ferry operations, flight constraints, and other stories.  Ace 
learned to fly at San Carlos Airport in 1967.  Spent 9 years in the U.S. Air 
Force as a T-38 Instructor Pilot and C-141 Aircraft Commander/Instructor.   
Spent 24 years with NASA in Houston at the Johnson Space Center.  He 
was the SCA Project Pilot for 15 years and has over 11,000 flight hours.  
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